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JERUSALEM AND TEL AVIV FOR USDEL 

E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: PBOR PDEV PEPR EG IS US XF 

SUBJECT: CAIRO PRESS NONCOMMITTAL AS "FIRST PHASE" OF 
ATHERTON MISSION ENDS 

SUMMARY. EXTENSIVE COVERAGE OF ATHERTON VISIT RESTRAINED W 
WITH LIGHT ATTENTION TO MODEST PROGRESS REPORTEDLY MADE 
ON FIRST PHASE OF SHUTTLE. EDITORIALS REVEAL FRUSTRATION 
WITH BEGIN "INTRANSIGENCE", IMPATIENCE WITH SLOWNESS OF 
PROCESS AND AGAIN WISHFUL THINKING ABOUT WF.TZM AN-BF.GTN 
DIFFERENCES. END SUMMARY. 

1 . DESPITE PROMINENT COVERAGE OF MARCH 6 ATHERTON 
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MEETINGS WITH SADAT AND FONMIN KAMEL, CAIRO DAILIES 
UNABLE TO DISCERN MUCH PROGRESS IN CURRENT ROUND OF 
NEGOTIATIONS AND COVERAGE RESTRAINED AT BEST. PRESS CITES 
KAMEL COMMENTS THAT GOE MAINTAINING DEMAND FOR COMPLETE 
ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL AND RECOGNITION OF PALESTINIAN NATIONAL 
RIGHTS. KAMEL STATED SADAT WILL REPLY TO LATEST BEGIN 
MESSAGE THROUGH AMBASSADOR EILTS AND NOTED THAT GOE HAD 
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ASKED UNITED STATES TO CONTINUE ATHERTON MEDIATION 
MISSION. 

2. DAILIES QUOTE LIBERALLY. BUT SOBERLY FROM ATHERTON 
PRESS BACKGROUNDER, CITING "U.S. OFFICIALS CONNECTED 
WITH ATHERTON MISSION". PROGRESS IS NOTED ON QUESTIONS 
OF ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL AND NATURE OF PEACE, ALTHOUGH 
QUESTION OF PALESTINIANS REMAINS DEADLOCKED. U.S. INTER- 
PRETS RES 242 TO MEAN ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL "ON ALL FRONTS" 
AND IS SLIGHTLY ENCOURAGED BY RECENT ISRAELI LIMITATIONS 
ON SETTLEMENT ACTIVITY. U.S. HAS NO BLUEPRINT FOR A 
SETTLEMENT AND CAN ONLY OFFER SUGGESTIONS WHEN PARTIES 
AT A DEADLOCK. 

3. EDITORIALS SEE LITTLE HOPE FOR BEGIN CHANGE OF HEART 
DURING UPCOMING WASHINGTON VISIT, DESPITE FACT THAT 
CONTROVERSY OVER INTERPRETATION OF 242 HAS DIVIDED ISRAEL 
AND CAUSED DISPUTE WITH CARTER ADMINISTRATION. RES 242 
ISSUE, COMING ON HEELS OF SETTLEMENTS DISPUTE, IS SEEN BY 
AKHBAR AS MERELY ANOTHER BEGIN TACTIC TO "FRITTER" AWAY 
OPPORTUNITIES. ATHERTON HAS COUNSELED "PATIENCE AND GIVE- 
AND TAKE", NOTES AKHBAR, BUT PATIENCE HAS LIMITS AND 
GIVE-AND-TAKE MUST END IN POSITIVE RESULTS. EVEN CARTER 
"HAS GIVEN UP HOPE" ON ANY MEANINGFUL BEGIN RESPONSE 

TO PEACE INITIATIVE. THIS IS WHY CARTER HAS TAKEN "UNPREC- 
EDENTED STEP” OF INVITING WEIZMAN, WHO IS "A MODERATING 
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INFLUENCE" TO WHITE HOUSE FOR DISCUSSIONS. 

4. COMMENT: WEIZMAN INVITATION TO WHITE HOUSE ALSO 
FEATURED IN FRONT-PAGE SQUIBS, QUOTING ISRAELI 
SOURCES, AND STRESSING CARTER S APPRECIATION FOR WEIZMAN 
"MODERATION". WISHFUL THINKING ABOUT SERIOUS DIVISIONS 
WITHIN ISRAEL IS INCREASING LEITMOTIF IN EGYPTIAN PRESS. 
EGYPTIAN EXASPERATION WITH BEGIN BALANCED BY CAUTIOUSLY 
INDIRECT PRAISE OF SEEMINGLY MORE "REASONABLE" WEIZMAN. 
ALTHOUGH IT PERHAPS TRADITIONAL ARAB PRACTISE TO PLAY OFF 
RIVALS FOR POWER AGAINST EACH OTHER, CURRENT EMPHASIS ON 
WEIZMAN APPEARS TO REFLECT MORE LOCAL FRUSTRATION WITH 
BEGIN S INTRANSIGENCE. EILTS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, VISITS, NEGOTIATIONS, PEACE PLANS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 07 mar 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978CAIRO07376 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 02-0698 
Format: TEL 
From: CAIRO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780399/aaaadgbz.tel 

Line Count: 107 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 5fd932cc-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3422134 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CAIRO PRESS NONCOMMITTAL AS /"FIRST PHASE/" OF - ATHERTON MISSION ENDS SUMMARY. EXTENSIVE COVERAGE OF 
ATHERTON VISIT RES 

TAGS: PBOR, PDEV, PEPR, EG, IS, US, XF, (SADAT, ANWAR), (ATHERTON, ALFRED L JR) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/5fd932cc-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 201 4 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



